28     NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN: MAN OF PEACE

business stranded. Not so John Nettlefold. He
gave the matter his most earnest consideration and,
realizing that the practical success of the invention
might spell his ruin, he decided to buy all British
rights in it. This decisive action necessitated an
increase in the capital of his business, and he urged
his brother-in-law to invest in it. This Joseph
Chamberlain agreed to do and, considering it desir-
able to have somebody on the spot to look after his
interests, he sent young Joseph to join the firm. So
it was that before he was twenty Joseph Chamberlain
found himself a man of Birmingham.